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CONFIDENTIAL USUN 0454 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PLOS 

SUBJ: SOVIET INITIATIVE ON BALTIC CONTINENTAL SHELF CONVENTION 

REF: TEHRAN 0914 

DEPT PLEASE PASS EUR/SOV DICK MILES AND D/LOS ESKIN 

1. PERSUANT TO REQUEST FROM DEPT, JOHN NORTON MOORE, 

DEPUTY SPECIAL REP OF PRESIDENT FOR LOS CONFERENCE, RAISED 
PRIVATELY WITH DR. ROMANOV, DEPUTY LEGAL ADVISER IN SOVIET 
FOREIGN MINISTRY, REPORT IN REFTEL THAT USSR HAD RECENTLY 
REQUESTED A FORMAL CONVENTION AMONG BALTIC STATES ON BALTIC 
CONTINENTAL SHELF. MOORE APPROACHED ISSUE BY FIRST INDICATING 
IMPORTANCE OF AVOIDING PURELY REGIONAL SOLUTIONS WHICH COULD 
PREJUDICE MUTUAL LOS OBJECTIVES. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS 
CONCERNING REPORTS OF SOVIET BALTIC INITIATIVE DR. ROMANOV 
INDICATED THAT SOVIET HAD MADE A RECENT APPROACH TO SWEDEN, 
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DECLARATION OF GDR, POLAND AND USSR WHICH HE SAID MERELY 
PARALLED CONTINENTAL SHELF CONVENTION. ROMANOV DESCRIBED 
APPROACH AS ONE LIMITED TO SEABED RESOURCE EXPLOITATION 
AND AN EFFORT TO OBTAIN AGREEMENT EXCLUDING FIRMS OF NON- 
BALTIC STATES FROM EXPLOITING THE RESOURCES OF THE SHELF 
IN AREA. HE WAS CLEAR THAT IT WAS NOT INTENDED TO RELATE 
TO NON-RESOURCE ISSUES, THAT IT WAS STIMULATED BY RECENT 
JOINT ACTIONS ON BALTIC FISHERIES AND POLLUTION ISSUES, 

AND THAT IT HAD BEEN FIRMLY REJECTED BY WESTERN NATIONS 
APPROACHED. ACCORDING TO ROMANOV AT LEAST ONE OF THE 
APPROACHED COUNTRIES SAID THEY COULD NOT CONSIDER THE 
PROPOSAL SINCE THEIR LAW HAD PROVISION FOR EXPLOITATION BY 
NON-BALTIC STATES. 

2. COMMENT: DR. ROMANOV ACTED AS IF CAUGHT WITH HIS HAND 
IN THE COOKIE JAR. HE DISMISSED INITIATIVE AS ONE WHICH 
HAD BEEN REJECTED BY NATIONS APPROACHED. 
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